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Free  Normal  Schools  for  Female  Teachers  of  Commox 
Schools.— In  our  volume  of  the  past  year,  we  brought  this 
subject  before  the  public  and  l>efore  Conprcss.  or  rather  our 
petition  is  embodied  in  a  bill  concerning  common  school 
education.  wlifoh  will  probably  wine  up  during:  the  present 
session.  We  therefore  prepent  apnln  our  views,  and  hum¬ 
bly  request  that  these  may  be  examined. 

M< mortal  to  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Hrmsc  of  Tirprcsenta- 

ti res,  in  Cwigrcss  assembled : — 

Whereas  there  nr©  now,  within  these  United  States  and 
Territories,  more  than  tiro  millions  of  children  and  youth 
destitute,  or  nearly  po,  of  proper  means  of  education,  re¬ 
quiring,  at  this  moment,  20,000  additional  teachers,  if  we 
give  to  each  instructor  the  core  of  one  hundred  pupils, 
quite  too  many  for  any  common  school  with  only  one 
teacher— therefore  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  propositions : — 

1.  That  to  find  20.000  young  men,  who  would  enter  on 
the  office  of  pedagogue,  w  ould  lie  utterly  impossible,  while 
the  great  West,  the  mines  of  California,  and  the  open 
ocean,  laving  China  and  the  East,  are  inviting  them  to 
adventure  and  activity. 

2.  That,  therefore,  young  Women  must  become  the 
teachers  of  Common  Schools,  or  thepc  must  !•©  given  up. 

3.  That  young  women  arc  the  ftesf  teachers  has  been 
proved  and  acknowledged  l»y  thoac  men  who  have  made 
trial  of  the  gentle  sox  in  Schools  of  the  most  difficult  de¬ 
scription  (see  Rej>orts  of  the  Board  of  Popular  Education,*’ 
“  Reports  of  Common  .Schools  in  Massachusetts,”  Ac.).  I**. 
cau«p  of  the  superior  tact  and  moral  power  natural  to  the 
female  character. 

4.  That  female  teachers  arc  now  largely  employed,  on  nn 
avemgeof  fire  of  these  to  one  male  teacher,  in  New'  England, 
Now  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  wherever  the  com- 


cton  school  system  Is  In  a  prosperous  condition;  and  every¬ 
where  these  teachers  are  found  fhithful  and  useful. 

5.  That,  to  make  education  universal,  it  must  be  moderate 
in  apenses,  and  women  can  afford  to  teach  for  one-hat^  or 
'Ten  less,  the  salary  which  men  would  ask,  because  the 
female  teacher  has  only  to  sustain  herself;  she  does  not 
Ix-k  forward  to  the  duty  of  supporting  a  family,  should  she 
narry ;  nor  has  she  the  ambition  to  amass  a  fortune;  nor 
i«  she  obliged  to  give  from  her  earnings  support  to  the  State 
cr  GorrernmenL 

€.  That  the  young  women  of  our  land,  who  would  will- 
ivriy  enter  on  the  offioe  of  teacher,  are  generally  in  that 
'Laps  which  must  earn  tbelr  livelihood ;  therefore  these 
•feotdd  have  special  and  gratuitous  opportunities  of  pro* 
wing  them  for  school  duties ;  thus  the  Normal  Schools,  in 
•- locating  three  teachers  of  Common  Schools,  are  rendering 
s  treat  national  service. 

7.  That,  though  the  nation  gives  them  opportunity  of 
►1  ration  gratuitously,  yet  these  teachers,  In  their  turn, 
do  the  work  of  educating  the  children  of  the  nation 
than  men  could  do,  and  at  a  far  less  expense. ;  there- 
f  the  whole  country  is  vastly  the  gainer  by  this  system. 

5.  That  it  is  not  designed  to  make  a  class  of  celibates ,  but 
that  these  maiden  school-teachers  will  be  better  prepared 
tu  enter  the  marriage  state,  after  the  term  of  three  or  four 
y-ars  tn  their  office  of  instructors,  than  by  any  other  mode 

•  f  passing  their  youth  from  seventeen  or  eighteen  to  twenty- 
one.  That  earlier  marriages  are  productive  of  much  of  the 
unhappiness  of  married  women,  of  many  sorrows,  sickness, 
mi  premature  decay  and  death,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  and  statements,  showing  the 
importance  of  woman's  agency  in  the  instruction  of  the 
y  and  the  pressing  need  of  Female  Teachers  in  the 

•  ommon  Schools  throughout  the  land,  w©  venture  to  re- 
\  i*t  that  your  honorable  body  would  make  some  provision 

•  -r  the  suitable  education  of  those  young  ladies  who  are 
*'iiliag  to  become  teachers,  if  the  way  is  opened  before 
:h-m. 

We  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  snb- 
.  - 1.  While  the  public  domain  is  parcelled  out  and  granted 

•v  internal  improvements  and  plans  of  national  aggran- 

•  uvmeut,  we  would  humbly  suggest  that  a  small  portion 
<  *  set  apart  and  allotted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Daughters 
•/  the  Republic.  Three  or  four  millions  of  acres  of  land 
■*m!d  be  sufficient  to  found  and  endow  one  Free  Normal 
>thooi  f  j r  the  education  of  Female  Teachers  in  every  State 

'  the  Union.  These  institutions  could  be  modelled  and 
Juiigel  in  each  State  to  suit  the  wishes  of  its  inhabitants, 

ri  young  ladles  of  every  section  would  be  trained  as  in- 

•  actors  for  children  in  their  own  vicinity.  This  would  be 

of  immense  advantage  in  the  States  where  schools 
rare  hitherto  been  neglected.  In  short,  the  value  of  all 
v.i  physical  improvements  In  our  country  will  be  immet- 

•  --abiy  enhanced  by  this  provision  for  Female  Education; 

vise  in  the  influence  of  intelligent  and  pure-minded 

•  mm  the  moral  power  which  gives  safety  and  per- 
a-nence  to  our  institutions,  and  true  glory  to  our  nation. 


